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Research is showing significant declines in insects across the
world ςraising alarms

Concerns
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Recent research shows significant declines in insects across 
the world ςraising alarms

Concerns

More than 
40% of insect 
species are 
declining 

Bayo& Wyckhuys2019
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Bird species 
are also in 
significant 
decline with 3 
billion less 
birds in North 
America since 
1970

Rosenberg etal. 
2019

Concerns



Rusty Patch Bumble Bee Map
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Concerns

Response to Declining 

Pollinator Populations

Populations of the Rusty Patched 

Bumblebee have declined more 

than 80% in 20 years!
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https://bwsr.state.mn.us/pollinator-toolbox

BWSR Efforts

https://bwsr.state.mn.us/pollinator-toolbox
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BWSR Efforts 

Habitat Enhancement
Lawns to Legumes Conservation Easements 

(around 300,000 ac.)

Habitat Friendly Solar Riparian Plantings



Minnesotans WANT to help 
pollinators
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(Pilot Program Started June 2019)

Funding Source: 
Legislative Citizen Commission on Minnesota Resources, 
Environment and Natural Resources Trust Fund

Program Focus: 
Establish pollinator habitat projects on residential landscapes across Minnesota 
to support the Rusty patched bumblebee and other pollinators.

Photos: Heather Holm, Laurie Schneider, Rich Harrison



Minnesota Board of Water and Soil Resources 
(BWSR)

Larger Vision of Lawns to Legumes: 
To protect pollinator populations and other wildlife through 
building a movement that achieves large-scale installation of 
habitat and resilient landscapes 

There is a role for all Minnesota residents 



Thanks to all partners and many others for contributions!

Mission: To improve and protect MNôs 

water and soil resources by working in 

partnership with local organizations and 

private landowners.

Completed 

projects receive 

this sign


